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SEW HAMDURG INDEFERDENT-PAELMN IS PUNE

ABOVE After remowing the drop celling, the Crésimand dis-
covered painted cellings throughaut the home.

BELOW Lyle and Karen Cressman are renovating the historic
Purdd icornine House, lecated in New Hamburg's downtoan,
REGHT A contractor plasters ower aracked coilings on the
lemver el of the hame.

FAR TOP RIGHT Brass refief ceiling fistur os were also unoov-
e dduging the menowvations,

FAR RIGHT MIDDLE A variety of carved wood banksten are
|QI.IM‘F1!1!QI..||}|'1}UI thie heiemae,
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New Hammburgs historic Puddicombe
Hotse receives renotations
as it takes on a new life
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ABROVE RIGHT The attic of the Puddicombe Houe regueed wveral support upgrades to
et [auilding code requiremmat, fim aftie window allaws a bit of natural Tght info the umall
space,

EFEI.CI'IH LEFT Large buary windows on the upper beved offer aviewr of New Hamburg's down-
towen. The viess would have changed considerably since the time of Saruel Merner,

BELOW Karen Cressman (races stencls of the orlginal artevark which o b repanted onta
the replastered orilings,




Puddicombe House under re
Historic site 1o be part of this fall's Doors Open tour
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An historic New Ham-
burg home is mceiving a
lowngg ewvenduse face lift.

The Puddicombe Hoase,
locaved at 145 Peol Sireet, is
being restored inside and
oul s BOST @ resEa e, spe,
hair salen and bed and
beeakFast.

And it's all happening
wiitle sostorkng and rotain.
gy thie homne's orkginal Vie-
torkan desipns.

Lyle and Karen Cress-
man, whe purchased the
home just shy of nwo years
g, are currently direcling a
busy renovatlons coew w
the property ready lor
berl.ms(.pml.mu In Seepem-

“There's lots of poodies
your fimd,” said Karen during
mneoent Lows of the lome.

5o far dwring the last few
momths of 1eaning out walls,
ceilings and 1he backyard, a
few interesting aspects o
the Puddicombe House,
belicved lost 10 hisory, have
turmed i

One of the mwost inlerest-
ing Mlinds, discovered duris
the removal of the home's
lemverred ::-ilir%;_ e ornabe
paintings and brass light fix-
tures found in each roons on
the lower bevels,

Athough pot as inmae-
ulate as the padntngs on the
ceilings of Baden's Castle
Kilbride, the designs are
from the samwe evn and gen-
eral concepl. The designs
form a border around the
wdges of the celilings., mther
than covering the entire
space such asat Kilbrade,

During removalions, a
long abandaned septic tank
was Found im the back yard,
which needed o be drained
well filled i

A tin oeiling was alwo in
the kitchen. which was
remeved and may be later
refnstalled by & local tin-
smith.

The Peel Stroe
first camve into existenos in
1866, when Don Wagner
sold the propery [or SB00 to
Samuel Merner, This was
the first land registey 1o
exdst, or at least soill exise

Designed by archirect
Willizm Hamilooa, aned built
im 1868, the flist occupant of
the home was Samuel
Memer A businessman. MP
and Senator, hMemmer was an
active member of the MNew

Harmburg commumity

Immigrating 1o Canada

fron Switeerland in 1837, he
sertled with lis parents two
mnitles wesst of New Hambusg
on o farm. The elder Mern-
ers lived on the farm antil
their deaths in the mid
1870,
Arage 15, Memer stusdied
the blecksmith trade, and
managed various black.
smith amnd wagon shops in
Mew Hambsirg. He then wold
the busbress to his younger
brather Frederick and s
ed a foundry. He ran that
until 1873 and gave it 1o his
eldist son Smpaon

In 1874, Mermer bough a
Nowring mill in New Ham-
burp, ard during the same
tme period was a rvember
of county council, & reeve
ard a warden, aswell as a
member of the school
board. Mefner was also a
founder of the New Ham-
burg Inuche t, which is
described to have been a
“camnpaign rag” &t the e,
He used the paper as a plat
form for his political
therloric,

In 1879, he became an
independent candidate fog
the st riding of Waterloo,
and vwas elected to Paclia-
mend, The renovaved Mucldi.
combe House restaurant
will feature three dinlng
rooms on the main Moo,
whidh willl seat over 60
ple. A wrap-around deck,
built to look like the original
deck, will seot over 20 peo-

They'll icustomers) be
alsle b r'mw ai beer o the
deck.” she sid.

The upstairs portion of
the home will feature six
Bed amd baeaklast sites,
aned thee basement will hove
a full service spa

Podicures, manicures,
body wraps and other pam-
pering sorvices will be
affered under the manage-
mient af Amber Cressman,
thee daughter of Karen and
Lyle.

Low Cull, president of
Heritage Wilmod, sabd dur-
frvg & recent towr of the

home she was improssed
with the renovation plans.
T makes 5 own states
e, bl saaid of thee bulld.
i style. “There can'l b a
better way of restoration
than o go back to the origi-

nal plans”
Cull said the home
awried by the Puddicombes,

after the Memers Ieft, was
one of several properties
they cavned in the asea. The
Fusddicombe lmily owned
the haoene wnill 1969 before
selling.

The buildisg becanws an
apartment comples, during
which time most of it's
architecture and paintings
were covered, removed or
sal in disrepair.
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